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CONFERENCE IN CHESAPEAKE, VA SEPTEMBER 19, 20

AWARD OF OPERATIONAL MERIT - AWARD OF OPERATIONAL MERIT - AWARD OF OPERATIONAL MERIT -

For exceptional skill during Rappahannock River For exceptional skill during Rappahannock River For exceptional skill during a surface patrol at Claytor
SAR case. Awarded to James Thomas IPDCDR 3 SAR case. Awarded to Amy Thomas ADSO-IS Lake, moving a burning boat to a safe zone. Awarded to
Tom Rundell and Madeline Brainard, accepted by Dave
Gruber

] | ﬁ i
AWARD OF OPERATIONAL MERIT - AUXILIARY MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL (Gold AWARD OF OPERATIONAL MERIT -
For service in support of the US Navy African Star in Lieu of a Second) - for service in performing his For exceptional skill during Rappahannock River
Partnership Station Mission, providing interpreter duties as Chief, Interpreter Support Division, Atlantic SAR case. Awarded to Brian McArdle and David Popes,
support. Awarded to Arthur Von Pieschel Area and Lead Spanish Interpreter/transiator. accepted by Joe Riley DCDR 3
Awarded to Bruce MacMaster

COMMANDANT LETTER OF COMMENDATION- AWARD OF OPERATIONAL MERIT CG MERITORIOUS TEAM COMMENDATION - For
For performance of duty following a SAR evolution Awarded to Joseph Kalista and Raymond Wagner Division 26 Aquapalooza Raft Up Team. Received by
where you recognized the additional needs of the Jeff Stewart, Sandra Stewart, Charles Woodie and Jack
family involved. Awarded to Heidi Derby DCAPT Alexander

SHR
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USCG STATION MILFORD HAVEN AUXILIARY MEMORIAL UPDATE

inal touches have been made to the
F United States Coast Guard Auxiliary
Memorial at Station Milford Haven [l
that was initially dedicated in May 2005

the Memorial is to honor the memory of [
deceased Auxiliarists who honorably served
in Station Milford Haven’s Area of
Responsibility and those contributors to the

IN MEMORY OF

(see July 2005 BLINKER). The purpose of ”.SC“ “U_-“"-‘:‘“‘“‘

The cost of each engraved brick will be

$50.00 which includes the cost of the brick,

4 engraving, shipping, installation and a
‘| certificate for the purchaser.

| The process to obtain an engraved brick is
4 to complete an application with as much

| information as possible which can be
obtained from a Flotilla Commander. Upon

fund prior to June 1, 2009.

The Memorial consists of approximately 10
foot square array of bricks placedina “bas-
ket weave” configuration with a Memorial
Stone as the center piece flanked by marble
benches along each of the four sides.
Compass points engraved in larger stone
work mark the four corners.

Procedures have now been established for persons or groups to
honor additional Auxiliarists by purchasing an engraved brick.
All engravings will be consistent with 1/2 inch lettering. Each
brick will contain three engraved lines:

Line 1: First name and initial or first initial and middle name
Line 2: Last name and suffix
Line 3: Year of birth and Year of Death (four characters each).

completion of the application, it will be
submitted to the appropriate Flotilla
Commander for approval.

It is important to note, that the engraver of
" | the bricks will only process an order of 25
bricks or more, so some time could pass
between the application submission and
| the installation since we must wait for 25
® approved applications to be processed.

Installation will be done upon receipt from the manufacture
and after notification of the party who submitted the
Application. The engraved bricks will replace the already
installed bricks, placement will begin at the center and work
outwards and will be installed by receipt date of the application.
Requests for a specific location cannot be accommodated.

Brian McArdle SO-PA 3

Name of Auxiliarists being honored:

APPLICATION FOR ENGRAVED MEMORIAL BRICK

Member of Flotilla: (Flotilla number or location)

Dates served in Auxiliary: Member number:

Application submitted by:

Address:

City:

State: Zip:

Phone number:

Email address:

ToTm—

INFORMATION TO BE ENGRAVED ON MEMORIAL BRICK

E
ST NAME: INITIAL

INE 1
IRST
RST INITIAL: MIDDLE NAME:
NE 2

E
AST NAME:

SUFFIX:

|

INE 3

YEAR OF BIRTH: YEAR OF DEATH:

Flotilla Commander Approval:

Submit check in the amount of $50.00 payable to:
Auxiliary Memorial Committee

c/o Mr. Frans Kasteel
101 Emlaw Lane
Lancaster, Va 22503

installation.

IMPORTANT NOTE: Due to the requirements of the brick company, orders can only be submitted in amounts of 25 or more bricks.
Installation date depends upon how fast a group of 25 orders can be placed. Substantial delays could occur between order time and

o



Blinker Issue 1 2010

12/4/09 2:51 PM Page 9

AUXILIARISTS PARTICIPATE IN CG TRAINING AT TRACEN

ector Yorktown, Sector Yorktown, this is Coast Guard
Facility 25602, we are underway and expect to reach the
vessel taking on water in 10 minutes . . .
Coast Guard, this is the Tug Alpha, we just witnessed a collision
between freighters and one of them seems to be leaking oil . . .

Station Elizabeth City, this is Sector Yorktown, we need a
Medevac to take a boater with a serious head injury to a med-
ical facility . . .

This is all happening in the morning before the coffee gets a
chance to cool down at the Command Center School at the
Yorktown Training Center in Yorktown Virginia.

LCDR Kelly Hall reviews procedures to a portion of her training class

The Command Center School was established in 2009 to
improve the effectiveness and response time of United States
Coast Guard personnel to emergencies arising in their Area of
Responsibility.

In addition to classroom training during the three week course,
students also operate a Command Center Station as part of
their training and respond to scenarios based upon real events.
They get a feel for the real thing since the “emergencies” are
played out in real time and multiple problems are handled
concurrently.

Assisting the Command Center School in the role-playing,
volunteers from the Coast Guard Auxiliary are situated in
another room and handle phone calls and radio transmissions
from and to the Command Center students. At times they
could be a Coxswain of a rescue boat, a ship captain calling for
assistance or even the FBI responding to a terrorist’s threat.
Often the Auxiliarists are getting and receiving calls on three
cases at once.

“We really feel like a member of Team Coast Guard by helping
in the training of Command Center personnel,” commented
Frans Kasteel, a member of Auxiliary Flotilla 33 located in
Kilmarnock Virginia. “I was really impressed on how the
school put the students in multiple situations and how well
they responded.”

“I have a much greater appreciation of how well our Coast
Guard personnel can respond to very serious situations,” said

—p—

Clark (FI 67), Frans Kasteel (FI 33). Standing: Ralph Simmons (FI 63) LCDR Hall,
John Texter (FI 33) and Sam Conge (FI 33

John Texter, also a member of Auxiliary Flotilla 33. You forgot
that this was role playing and training, we all got so involved in
the different situations it felt exactly like the real thing. What
great training!”

“We really appreciate the Auxiliarists responding to our call for
assistance,” commented LCDR Kelly Hall, Officer in Charge of
the Command Center Training Facility. “We needed
knowledgeable people to act in a number of roles to make the
training real and we did not have enough personnel at the
Yorktown Training Center to meet the needs of our program.
We couldn’t have done it without them. Special thanks to Jim
Campbell (FL 31) for getting the Auxiliary involved and
scheduling the participants.”

For both the July and August 2009 classes, Auxiliary personnel
arrived at the Training Center at 8 a.m. for four days and spent
the entire days assisting in the training. “It was a long day, but
the time goes by fast when you are involved in the intense
training,” said Jim Clark, Flotilla 67 Flotilla Commander. “We
were part of the training team with members of the Coast
Guard and participated in the debriefing at the end of each day.
It was such a great experience, you can be assured that the
Auxiliary will be there to assist in the next training class.

Auxiliary participants came from Divisions in Sector Hampton
Roads. They were recognized for their participation at a special
ceremony at Yorktown where they were presented “Spirit of
Excellence” certificates signed by CAPT W. J. Milne,
Commander, TRACEN.

Brian McArdle SO-PA 3

CDR Gregory Carter (far right), Chief of the National SAR School, stands with
several of the students after presenting them “Spirit of Excellence” certificates from
CAPT Milne

o
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NAVY AND AUXILIARY — A CROSS SERVICE TRIBUTE

Division 26, attended Flotilla 26-02’s flotilla meeting.

Upon the adjournment of the meeting the parking lot
meeting began. Although, Jeff Stewart still faced an hour and
half drive home he eagerly participated in the parking lot
fellowship. It was during this time of fellowship Brian Groves,
FC 26-02, presented Jeff with a baseball cap from the USS
STEPHEN W. GROVES.
Brian had recently visited
the ship while it was in
port in Florida and had
purchased the caps for
members of the boat crew
training program in his
Flotilla and for Auxiliary |
members from 26-04 who
assisted Flotilla 26-02 by
mentoring of his members.
It was apparent to Jeff that
this gesture meant a lot to
Brian. Jeff thanked Brian
and immediately removed
his Auxiliary cover and
donned the cap.

O n the night of 20 July 2009, Jeff Stewart, DCDR

Some of the members
decided to go to a local late
night restaurant to have
dinner. Forrest Jenkins,
SO-MT and FSO-MT, rode
with Jeff. Forrest knew that Jeff usually would not wear a base-
ball style cover if he did not have too, and asked Jeff why he still
had the cap on. Jeff responded that he knew that it meant so
much to Brian that he had to continue to wear it that night.

On the hour and half long drive home, Jeff began to wonder
why what Brian did, meant so much. That night, Jeff started
researching the Navy ship USS STEPHEN W. GROVES. It
became apparent why this ship meant so much to Brian. Jeff
learned that Ensign Stephen W. Groves was Brian’s Uncle and
gave his life as a Navy pilot during World War II in the battle of
Midway. From the ship’s website, Jeff learned about Stephen
and how he did not return from this ninth mission on that
fateful day.

Jeff realized that this heart felt gesture by Brian should not stop
with receiving the gift of the ball cap. Jeff immediately started
a series of emails with Commander Edward S. Gettins USN,
Commanding Officer of the USS STEPHEN W. GROVES. Jeff
explained his idea of honoring the ship, it’s Captain, Crew and
Brian Groves by wearing the USS STEPHEN W. GROVES
Baseball Caps at the next 26-02 Flotilla meeting. This would be
contingent upon obtaining permission from CDR Gettins and
Gary Jessup, DCAPT, Sector North Carolina. CDR Gettins felt
much honored with Jeff’s idea and gave immediate permission.
Approval was granted by Gary Jessup, DCAPT, Sector North
Carolina, with a one sentence email which read “Permission
granted for one meeting.”

Back row (I to r): Kevin Henderson SO-NS 26 , Jack Alexander 26-02 , Todd Jenkins FSO-IS,
FSO-PS 26-02, Bob Moody FSO-MS 26-02 , Brian Groves FC 26-02 , Ken Satterfield FSO-CS,
FSO-PB 26-02 , Casey Satterfield FSO-SR 26-02 , Richard DaCosta FSO-OP 26-02
Seated (I t r): Cliff Brommer FSO-CM 26-04, Paul Brevard VFC 26-04 , Jeffery V. Stewart DCDR

26, Sandra Stewart FC 26-04, SO-IS 26

In front: John C Brindle USCG CWO3 Retired.

Flotilla 26-02 also invited Jeff Stewart, DCDR and member of
26-04, Sandra Stewart, FC 26-04, Paul Bevard, VFC 26-04, and
Cliff Brommer SO-CM and FSO-CM 26-04, who were all
instrumental in making the boat crew training a success. Little
did Brian know what was to take place! Jeff had sent a request
to be placed on the agenda immediately after the Pledge of
Allegiance and introduction of guests. When Jeff rose and start-
ed his talk with “I doubt
that many of you know the
name ‘Ed Gettins’, so I will
give you a little back
ground.”

Afterwards, Jeff said “When
I finished the first sen-
tence, I looked at Brian
and he was totally motion-
less and eyes were opened
very wide.” Jeff read the
series of emails to the
group and then
announced, “Members,
don your covers.” At this
point there were very few
dry eyes. Jeff went on to
read the history from the
ship’s website. Afterward,
the candidates of the boat
crew training program and
the members from 26-04
gathered for a picture.

Later in the evening, Jeff was overheard saying that this makes
all the hard work and effort of holding the DCDR position well
worth it.

Jeff is noted for many other examples such as this for the
members of Division 26. Jeff Stewart has dedicated his watch as
Division Commander with one goal and that is with his
“Member First Attitude.” This Attitude has bound two rival
Flotillas together and their respective members into what is
quickly becoming one big flotilla.

Thanks Jeff for your leadership and never ending care for the

members of Division 26.
Todd Jenkins FSO-IS, FSO-PS 26-02

ADSO-PB SEARCH

We are seeking an individual
with publication design and
graphic skills to assist the
DSO-PB in the transition of the
BLINKER into an ePublication.
Interested applicants should
send a brief outline of their
Auxiliary backaground and skill
sets to eamato @rica.net
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MEET YOUR MEMBER SERVICES LOGISTICS TEAM

wanted to take up a little space in this issue of the Blinker
I to introduce you to your District Logistics Team. This

group of highly talented and skilled professionals provide
the internal member services needed to keep our organization
operating smoothly. These areas are the less visible service
sectors that we all tend to utilize but never give much thought
to, as they are somewhat removed from our primary RBS
mission.

The recent reorganization of our District not only realigned
our Divisions from 20 to 15, it also has many of our staff
disciplines aligned under three primary mission categories,
which match up to the Coast Guard’s new command structure.
District Directorate Chiefs have been added to assist the Chief
of Staff with staff communication, coordination and helps to
maintain a manageable “span of control”.

The “Response” group, which has District oversight assigned to
Bobby Swindell DDC-R, includes AV, CM, and OP. These are
the disciplines that fall within the operations portion of our
organization where much of our member activity falls.

The “Prevention” arena is led by Jim Umberger DDC-P, which
includes MS, NS, PA, PE, PV and VE. These are the folks who
have the tasks of bringing public education, boating safety and
information to the boating public and minimizing the need for
Response.

Erik Amato DDC-L, has been assigned oversight of the
“Logistics” Team, which is comprised of staff members
responsible for CS, IS, MA, MT, PB and PS.

All that said —

let me introduce you to the Logistics Team.

Bill Howard DSO-CS, is our computer
¥ systems professional. Bill is new to this
b| position this year, and already has been
" J|" | instrumental in bringing more function-
S ality to our District web site. Bill has the
| task of oversight of all Division and
...] Flotilla web site compliance and
approvals. As we move further into the future, Bill will utilize
his professional expertise to expand our CS capacity, and assure
the sustainability of any and all improvements made. Bill will
be teaching CS workshops at District Conferences and possibly
Sector training workshops.

Jim Thomas DSO-IS, has the task of
oversight of District Information Systems.
Jim is PDCDR 3 and has experienced the
need for timely and accurate data
accumulation and reporting. Auxiliary
Information Systems are in a state of
constant change and updating, demand-
ing a high degree of diligence and communication between
National, our District, and Fifth Southern Divisions and
Flotillas. Jim will be teaching IS workshops at District
Conferences and possibly Sector training workshops.

11

Robert Munyan DSO-MA, is responsible
for the District Materials Center. Most of
our members know it as the District
Store. This laborious position maintains
an extensive inventory of items that
members are required to have, along with
a large selection of ancillary items. The
store is almost always transported to each District Conference
and Sector workshop to facilitate purchases for our members.
The profits from the “store” are always a significant
contributor to our District budget, keeping our annual dues at
a minimum. Please support our D5S store when making
Auxiliary purchases.

Susan Lowe DSO-MT, has the task of
planning and executing major member
training events throughout the calendar
year. These include Advanced Skills
Weekends and Leadership Training,
usually held at TRACEN Yorktown. These
major events include all the logistics of
liaison with Coast Guard facilities, obtaining qualified
instructors, assuring adequate classroom and AV equipment
availability, and oversight of the events. Secondary events are
also executed such as ICS and TCT as needed. Susan will be
teaching multiple classes at the Winter Conference.

Erik Amato DSO-PB, has oversight of
the District Blinker Publication. This
includes compilation, layout/design,
printing and mailing, within a given
District budget. He is now charged with
the transition of the publication from
print media into an ePrint publication.
The annual District Program Calendar is also produced by the
DSO-PB.

Penny Sotoria DSO-PS, also new to
District Staff this year, provides the
professional leadership for our District
Personnel Services. Along with maintain-
ing statistics on our membership (new
members added, transfers, deaths and
N\ retiree's), she also tracks National leads
for potential new members. This requires constant contact and
follow-up with Division and Flotilla PS officers and leadership
to assure we've done all possible to recruit interested individu-
als. In addition, Personnel Services has developed a complete
“new member” CD package, assuring the new member gets
correct information and direction in a timely manner. Penny
will be developing future strategies to assist with member
recruitment, retention and overall member satisfaction, and
will be teaching a PS workshop at the Winter Conference in
Newport News.

When you meet them, thank them for their service to the
District and it’s members. I remain their biggest fan and
cheerleader. Erik Amato DDC-L

o
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2010 WINTER CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS

! fter the last District Conference in September 2009, the membership was asked to provide input as to what workshops

they would like to see at the next conference. There were a lot of responses and ideas for interesting subjects. Due to

time constraints all of the topics could not be covered but we have been able to schedule nineteen different workshops
for the February 2010 Conference in Newport News. A synopsis of these workshops is listed below. Note that DCDR and Staff
meetings are shown on the list as well as the Curbstone Conference on Friday night. These were not counted as workshops but
are listed for general information.

STAFF MEETING: This meeting is for DSO’s and ADSQO’s with the DDC’s and DCOS.
DCDR MEETING: This meeting is for DCDR’s and VCDR’s with the EXCOM.

CURBSTONE CONFERENCE: Here is your opportunity to have that burning question answered by a District Staff
Officer (DSO). Join us on Friday evening where each DSO has a table assigned to their program. All members are
invited to meet the DSOs and discuss their programs. This allows individual members to get specific guidance and
information for their situation.

INCIDENT COMMAND SYSTEM (ICS - 210): ICS-210 Initial Incident Command is designed for Single
Resource Leader/Type 5 and Type 4 Incident Commanders. This four hour course consists of an overview of the ICS
principles and protocols applicable to small incident management. The course specifically focuses on initial incident
assessment, initial incident management (includes assuming command, organization, and execution), the development
and use of the ICS-201, Transfer of Command, and the ICS-204. Prerequisite is ICS-100 and 1CS-200.

Instructor - DSO-MT Susan Lowe

DIRAUX PROCEDURES: This workshop is presented in two sessions. The morning session will cover
enrollments, the PSI process and disenrollment. The afternoon session will cover certifications and examination
processing, especially for Specialty Courses and travel voucher processing. Proper completion of travel vouchers will
be covered. Instructors — PO Susan Faulkner/Carol Alexander

LEADERSHIP COURAGE: For every leader in the Auxiliary, there comes a moment when he or she must step
forward and meet the needs of the time. This course is designed to give the leader strategies necessary to make the
tough decisions and difficult actions that often accompany leadership roles. Seizing the moment as a courageous
leader keeps the entire team focused on the future and the good of the organization and removes obstacles that tend
to disrupt progress. Instructor - COMO Steve McElroy

BEYOND BOAT SHOWS: This workshop will cover information on how to enhance and optimize opportunities and
programs for recruitment of new members in our day-to-day Auxiliary activities. Instructor — DSO-PA Thornell Jones

MARINE SAFETY: The Coast Guard Auxiliary has traditionally seen Recreational Boating Safety as its primary
mission. After 9/11 the CG encouraged Auxiliarists to participate in all missions, including marine environmental
response assistance, port safety and security inspections, commercial vessel safety and security inspections (UTV,
UPV, CFVE and other Foreign and Domestic Vessels) container inspection assistance, mariner licensing/documenta-
tion/course audits, public affairs, area contingency planning, waterways management, America's Waterways Watch,
MISLE support, and environmental education. This presentation will include the qualification process for the Marine
Safety Training Ribbon and the Trident Award. Instructor - DSO-MS Dave Gruber

UNIFORMS, MILITARY COURTESY AND COAST GUARD HISTORY: As members of Team Coast Guard,
it is important that all members are able to wear their uniforms properly and with pride, are aware of the customs, and
properly practice the courtesies of a uniformed service. This knowledge of history and our own organization help us
exhibit the professionalism that demonstrate the Auxiliary to be a proud member of the Coast Guard Family, and is
particularly important for any member that interacts with the public or members of any regular military personnel.
Instructor — Andrew Welch

AWARD WRITING: A discussion of the forms and documentation required to process an award. Awards must be
prepared in a proper format and coordinated. Above all, consideration must be given to the merit of an award being
considered. Instructor — PNACO Gene Seibert.
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2010 WINTER CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS

INTERPRETER CORPS: This workshop will cover the history of the Interpreter Corps, what it does and how. Some
of our missions and where they take us. What the USCG expects of us. What languages. Different Categories of
Interpreters. Military courtesy, how to join the Interpreter Corps and other information, such as how to find an
interpreter. Instructor - N-IIA Bruce McMaster.

AUXILIARY WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT: This workshop gives you insight into the freely available resources for
developing, maintaining, and updating a Coast Guard Auxiliary website, and the invaluable information a website can
provide to both members and potential members. Instructor — DSO-CS Bill Howard

OPERATIONS WORKSHOP: Although this workshop is not mandatory it contains valuable information for surface
operations personnel. It is the workshop distributed by the National Staff for presentation at all levels.
Instructor - DSO-OP Mike Center

MILITARY ETIQUETTE: When dealing with the active duty side of the armed forces many Auxiliary members are
unsure of the proper protocol that should be observed. This is especially true on Coast Guard bases, stations and
vessels. This workshop will give you the guidance needed. Instructor - PNACO Gene Seibert

AIR AND SURFACE JOINT OPERATIONS: This workshop will cover surface and air coordinated operations with
a goal of reviving the use of AUXAIR for joint operations. It will also cover air operations to make the vessel coxswain
more aware of the advantages and restrictions of AUXAIR operations.

Instructors - DSO-AV Paul Woche/ADSO-AV Jim Stack

BCQ MENTOR: This is a mandatory workshop. For this year, 2010, it is required for all mentors in EVEN numbered
divisions and any new mentor who has not yet attended a workshop. Instructor - QEC Phil Wentz

RECREATIONAL BOATING SAFETY: This workshop will cover all the aspects of the Recreational Boating Safety
program. Instructors — DDC-P Jim Umberger and the Prevention DSQO’s

PE INSTRUCTOR WORKSHOP: The focus will be on state laws for MD, VA and NC and how they will impact PE
training during the next few years; how to find good venues for training; why a strong partnership with Flotilla / Division
PA and PV officers are vital to the PE program; how to ensure enthusiasm in the classroom; and why proper uniform
wear is vital in all public education courses. Instructor - DSO-PE John Queen

POMS & PATROL PAPERWORK: Will cover the process for getting patrol orders through the POMS program, the
completion of patrol paperwork and the reimbursement process used through the FINCEN.
Instructors - Donna Gilroy/Ricky Dunnington

WHERE DO YOU FIND IT: Many members have problems trying to find the answers to questions that encompass
Directives, Manuals, General Web information, Training, uniforms and the process of qualification. This workshop will
look at the contents of manuals and the process that can be used to find the answers, finding websites and subsets
on our websites. This Workshop will show you how to find resources for those hard to locate answers.

Instructor — DSO-MT Susan Lowe

PERSONNEL SERVICES: For elected officers, unit staff officers for Personnel Services, and all members who
want an effective strategy and solutions for attainable and sustainable member recruitment, development, and
retention, as well as a concise and complete understanding of forms and process for enrollments and disenroliments.
Instructor - DSO-PS Penny Sotoria

AUXINFO & REPORT FORMS WORKSHOP: A morning AUXINFO & Hour Report Forms Workshop for all
members. Will briefly review basic AUXINFO usage and report forms including the new ANSC 7029H (effective
01JAN10). Also a review of current Nat'l guidance on mission assignment and changes in mission. There will also be
informal afternoon sessions in the breakout room for data entry personnel to discuss changes/updates in AUXDATA
and the new ANSC 7029H. Instructor - Jim Thomas, DSO-IS D5SR

Bill Herman DCOS
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AUXILIARY PROVIDES SUPPORT FOR AQUAPALOOZA EVENT

hen the sponsors of Aquapalooza chose Lake Norman
to be one of their sites for 2009, one of the first

W groups they called on for help was Division 26 of the

Coast Guard Auxiliary.

Aquapalooza is a national event sponsored by Sea Ray Boats and
local sponsors. Now in it’s 4th year, it has drawn over 12, 000
boats and 56,000 people to events in over 100 locations. The
Lake Norman 2009 event was co-sponsored by Sea Ray of Lake
Norman and Midway Marina & Lancaster Docks, which also
is the home base for Flotilla 26-04, so it was a “no brainer” for
marina owner Mark Lancaster to contact Jeff Stewart, a
member of the Flotilla, and also Division Commander of
Division 26 for advice and help.

continued every Wednesday morning up to the event, with
groups splitting into smaller segments to discuss the many
issues involved in making it a safe and successful one. At the
July 22 meeting, the group was informed that the meeting
place of Flotilla 26-04 at Midway would be used as a Rehab
Center for the group. Sandra Stewart, FC, immediately set to
work to get more volunteers to help make it a friendly and
accessible place for all the Aquapalooza workers.

Meanwhile, notice was sent out to all the Flotillas in Division
26 that as much help as possible would be needed on July 25,
and anyone who could volunteer in any capacity would be
welcome. A meeting was scheduled for them to meet on the
evening of July 23rd. The results were amazing. The response

As with other such events, Lake Norman’s Aquapalooza would
be held in a roped off, designated area of the lake. There would
be a barge in the center of the area for band performances.
Surrounding the barge, was to be a “front row floating area”
where people on noodles and other flotation devices could sit in
the water and participate. Around the perimeter would be lines
set out and anchored for the many boats that would come and
tie up for the event. A twin slip registration floating dock would
be anchored near the site. The free family festival would also
have a climbing wall, Moon Bounce and other children’s
activities, and plenty of good eats. A fireboat and various law
enforcement officers would be on hand. Parking would be “off
site” with shuttle service to the marina for those wishing to
come by land. A logistical nightmare to say the least.

Preparations for the event, which was held on July 25, began
with a meeting on June 17. Participants included the DCDR,
his wife, Sandra, who is FC of Flotilla 26-04, and members from
the Catawba Co. Emergency Management Team, Sherrills Ford
Fire & Rescue; Denver Fire & Rescue; East Lincoln Fire and
Rescue, Shepherds Fire & Rescue; Catawba Co. Lake and Land
Patrol Officers; Iredell Co. Lake Patrol; Charlotte-Mecklenburg
Lake Patrol; and the NC Highway Department. Also Past
Division Captain David Stewart of the now reorganized Division
17 participated in several of the sessions. These meetings

14
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was so great that the Division was able to put 6 Coxswains with
Crew on the water as well as 2 PWC’s; and also maintain a radio
watch and a rehab center. Altogether 24 members representing
6 of the 7 flotillas and one detachment, as well as one member
from District 8 spent the day making Lake Norman 2009
Aquapalooza a rousing success. According to SEA RAY
management there were 400 boats pre registered and about 750
actually showed up. The crowd for the day was estimated at
4500, with only 2 minor injuries and one diabetic issue. Tom
Reimann, General Manager of Sea Ray of Lake Norman said
“I want to thank everyone for coming, but more so for the
cooperation, patience, and keeping everything under control
during the day. Our support team from Law Enforcement, Fire,
& Rescue - across the board - were all very impressed with the
event and the lack of “incidents”. All I'm aware of is a couple
cuts people suffered - I hope they're doing well today - and
we're all thankful for a safe fun day.

The Auxiliary estimates that its members put in 180 to 200
hours serving Lake Norman and the surrounding communities
while working on the event. In an E-Mail from Mark Lancaster
he said “ I just want to say that you all did a super job! It was so
smooth! You are true professionals! I am very proud to be a
part of this community!

Norah B. Dahlen SO-PB 26
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U.S. COAST GUARD AUXILIARY FIFTH DISTRICT (Southern Region)
WINTER DISTRICT CONFERENCE AND WORKSHOPS

NEWPORT NEWS MARRIOTT AT CITY CENTER * 740 TOWN CENTER DRIVE - NEWPORT NEWS, VA 23606
Telephone (866) 329-1758

PROGRAM

FRIDAY 19 FEBRUARY 2010 SATURDAY 20 FEBRUARY 2010
1300-1700------ District Material Center Open 0730-1530------ Registration Desk Open
1300-1700------ ICS-210 Workshop 0800-1200------ Training Workshops
1300-1700------ Registration Desk Open 0800-1400------ District Materials Center Open
1300-1430-----District Staff Meeting 1200-1300------ Luncheon (PCA Sponsored)
1315-1445-----DCDR Meeting 1300-1630------ Training Workshops
1500-1700------ District Board Meeting (Part 1)Elect 1730-1830------ No Host Cocktail Party
2000-2130-----Curbstone & Staff Roundtable Discussions 1845-2100------ Banquet and Awards

SUNDAY 21 FEBRUARY 2010
0800-1100-----District Board Meeting (Part 2)

UNIFORM OF THE DAY

Meetings .....19 Feb:  Tropical Blue (long) [EXCOM, Board and Staff Members]

Curbstone ...19 Feb:  Blue Blazer [EXCOM, Board and Staff Members] Appropriate Civilian Attire for Attendees
Workshops ..20 Feb:  Tropical Blue (long) [EXCOM, Board, Instructors and Staff] or Appropriate Civilian Attire
Banquet ...... 20 Feb: Dinner Dress Blue Jacket, Dinner Dress Blue, or Appropriate Semi-Formal Civilian Attire
Meetings .....21 Feb:  Tropical Blue (long) [EXCOM, Board and Staff Members]

Whether you're a veteran District Conference attendee, new to the Auxiliary, or thinking of becoming a member, this District
Conference will have something for you . . . 19 Different Workshops, District Material Center, Information to be shared at the Board
Meeting, PCA Luncheon and the DCO’s Banquet. Join your friends, and have an informative and relaxing weekend.

ROOM RESERVATION FORM

NEWPORT NEWS MARRIOTT AT CITY CENTER
740 TOWN CENTER DRIVE - NEWPORT NEWS, VA 23606 °* (866) 329-1758
Make Room Reservations As Early As Possible. The Number Of Rooms Is Limited
ROOM RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE BY ALL ATTENDEES EXCEPT EXCOM, MEMBERS OF DISTRICT BOARD,
STAFF OFFICERS, AND INSTRUCTORS
EXCOM, Board members, Staff, Guests and Instructors unable to attend MUST notify
David Adams, D-COC, (540) 840-3568 at least 10 days before scheduled arrival.
RATE: $80.00 King/Double (plus applicable taxes)

ON-LINE RESERVATIONS:
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/phfoy?groupcode=SRMSRMA&app=resvlinkfromDate=2/17/10&toDate=2/22/10
PHONE RESERVATIONS: (866) 329-1758

Call the Hotel with a Major Credit Card. State that you are with the Coast Guard Auxiliary
Reservations may be cancelled 72 hours prior to your scheduled arrival.

DEADLINE FOR ROOM RESERVATIONS - 20 JANUARY 2010

w\g CONFERENCE MEAL REGISTRATION FORM (By Mail Only) ;w\g
t'y Mail To: David Adams, D-COC ~ 349 Greenbank Road ~ Fredericksburg, VA 22406 ~ (540) 840-3568 t'y
NAME: DIVISION:

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION & SATURDAY NIGHT DCO BANQUET $35.00 per person # $
PCA SPONSORED LUNCHEON $18.00 per person # $
[No Payments will be accepted at the Conference] TOTAL AMOUNT $

FIRST TIME ATTENDEE TO A DISTRICT CONFERENCE? YES
Banquet Meal Selections: # __ Glazed Chicken Breast, # __ Herb Roasted Salmon, or # Steak

NO MEAL REGISTRATIONS ACCEPTED AFTER 13 FEBRUARY 2010

Make checks payable to USCGAUX 5SR, and mail with this form to: David Adams, D-COC, 349 Greenbank Road, Fredericksburg, VA 22406

15
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DISTRICT COMMANDER VISITS LOCAL UNIT

District United States Coast Guard, visited with the
personnel of Coast Guard Station Milford Haven, the
Aids To Navigation Team Milford Haven, and members of Coast

R ecently, Rear Admiral Wayne Justice, Commander 5th

Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 33 located in Kilmarnock, Virginia.

“It was an honor to have the

Admiral visit Station Milford [
Haven,” commented BMC [

Matthew Welch, Officer in
Charge of Station Milford
Haven. “Since Admiral Justice

just reported to the 5th District §
a month ago, we were proud to |
be one of the first stations to

host him.”

During an all-hands briefing | ~
Admiral Justice commented on |
the modernization of the Coast |

Guard, the important work
that is being done to assist the
recreational boater, and his

X

(I to r) Chief Welch, John Mill and Rear Admiral
designed and constructed by Auxiliary personnel

concern with
the number
of  boating
fatalities
occurring in
the District, #®
particularly
by uneducat-
ed boaters. As
an example

he cited a
case where a
young 11

year old girl
was riding on

the bOW’ fell Flotilla 33 Auxiliary members: (I to r)

off, and was

run over by the boat. What started as a great family day on the
water quickly turned tragic. He pointed out the importance of

T

John Mill, Wally Dawson and Jim Thomas

the Coast Guard Auxiliary’s Public Education, Vessel Examiner,
and Marine Safety Patrol programs in helping educate boaters

on critical safety issues.

o

Justice with new chart table

In addition, Admiral Justice inspected the new oak chart table
constructed by Auxiliary personnel especially for Station
Milford Haven. He concluded his visit with an area tour aboard
the Aids to Navigation (ANT) Team’s new 26’ utility boat with
BMC Benjamin Brown and members of the ANT Team on the

- , Chesapeake Bay and Piankatank
| River.

“It’s really nice when members of
an Auxiliary Flotilla have the
opportunity to meet with such a
high-ranking member of the
Coast Guard and to be recognized

| as an important asset of Coast
| Guard Forces”, said Wally
d Dawson, Flotilla 33 Commander.
¥ “We were delighted to be invited

and show our support for BMC
Welsh and Station Milford Haven,
and BMC Brown and ANT Milford
Haven.”

“Like the Admiral, we are con-

cerned with
safety on the
water. One
of our main
goals is to
provide Safe
Boating
courses for
all Dboaters,
whether
they are
operators or
passengers”,
continued
Dawson.

Roy Sheppard, Don Gallagher, Andy Ernst, Brian McArdle, Rear Admiral Justice, Amy Thomas, “Statistics

consistently

show that nearly 80% of all boating fatalities involve boaters
that have never taken a boating class.”

Brian McArdle SO-PA 3





